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41 1 February 23, 1900 



Cholera. 



British India — Calcutta. — From December 17 to 30, 1899, there have 
been 45 cholera deaths. 

BEAZIL. 

Reports from Bio de Janeiro, Santos, and Sao Paulo. 

Eio de Janeiro, January 11, 1900. 
Plague at Santos and Sao Paulo. 

Sir : The plague at Santos seems to be on the point of being extin- 
guished. Since my last report, which stated that there were at the 
isolation hospital 10 persons, 2 have died and 5 have been discharged ; 
therefore at the present time there exists in that hospital 3 patients 
who are all in a very good state of convalescence. 

Becapitulating the total consequences of the appearance of plague at 
Santos, there results : Without regard to the cases that occurred at the 
beginning and were not recognized, there have been up to the present, 
33 cases, of which 14 were fatal, 16 were cured and discharged, and 3 
still remain under treatment. 

At Sao Paulo there have occurred some new cases, of which the diag- 
nosis of plague has been verified. Since my last report, no death has 
occurred. At present there exists at the isolation hospital 6 mild cases, 
all the patients being in an encouraging condition. 

The cases of plague, that have occurred at Sao Paulo and in its 
vicinity, have been observed in different parts of the city and it has not 
been possible to discover any connection between those cases, explain- 
ing their appearance at different points. 

Yesterday I had occasion to see the scientific result which Dr. Cerai 
has brought from Santos and Sao Paulo. Besides the regular cultures 
from buboes, there were some cultures obtained from blood of patients ; 
further plague cultures of a rat, injected with minimum quantities of 
exudation of plague-pneumonia, that died from a bubonic form. The 
•examination of rats at Sao Paulo with regard to the plague bacillus has 
given negative result ; at Santos it has been possible once to verify the 
existence of the specific germ in the body of a rat. 

Quarantine. 

The Government has adopted for the ships, proceeding from the port 
of Macao, in view of the prevalence of plague at that place, quarantine 
measures. 

Late sanitary report from Bio de Janeiro. 

I have the honor to transmit to you the official sanitary report for 
the weeks ended December 22 and 29 : 

During the week ended December 22, there were 267 deaths from all 
causes, a decrease of 35, as compared with the preceding week ; 10 
deaths from accesso pernicioso, a decrease of 4 ; 5 deaths from yellow 
fever, a decrease of 8 ; 28 deaths from smallpox, the same as before ; 1 
death from typhoid fever, the same as before ; no death from measles, a 
decrease of 5, and 52 deaths from tuberculosis, a decrease of 8. 

During the week ended December 29, there were 321 deaths from all 
causes, an increase of 54, as compared with the preceding week ; 21 
deaths from accesso pernicioso, an increase of 11 ; 5 deaths from yellow 
fever, the same as before ; 35 deaths from smallpox, an increase of 7 ; 
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no death from typhoid fever, a decrease of 1 ; 1 death from diphtheria, 
and also 1 death from measles, none before; 2 deaths from beriberi, 
none before, and 44 deaths from tuberculosis, a decrease of 8. 

Notwithstanding the present hot season, smallpox continues to prevail ; 
during the last three weeks there died, respectively, from that disease 
52, 28, and 35 persons. 

Yellow fever is also now a constant factor of mortality. During the 
last three weeks there have been reported 13 deaths, then 13 cases and 
5 deaths, further, 12 cases and 5 deaths, and 15 cases and 8 deaths. 
But we have to take into consideration that some cases are not reported. 
Very suspicious is the relatively high number of deaths from accesso 
pernicioso ; there are reported from this disease 14, 10, and 21 deaths 
per week. 

Of other infectious diseases there is nothing to report. As for the 
rest, the general state of health is very good. Among the shipping the 
sanitary state is also satisfactory. 

Yellow fever epidemic. 

In regard to yellow fever there is nothing reported from Santos and 
Sao Paulo. However, at Sorocaba, a small city in the State of Sao 
Paulo, there has prevailed for some time a yellow fever epidemic. The 
city was also attacked by yellow fever last year. 

Bills of health. 

Since last report the following- named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health of this office : January 3, steamship Hevelius, 
Belgian, for New York ; steamship Foyle, British, for Baltimore. Jan- 
uary 8, steamship Flaxman, British, for Eio Grande do Sul. January 11, 
steamship Myrtledene, British, for Philadelphia. 

Respectfully, W. Havelbtjrg, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

XJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Plague in Bio — Dr. FernVs antiplague serum. 

Bio de Janeiro, January 20, 1900. 

Plague. 

Sir : Since my last report no new case of plague has occurred at 
Santos ; 1 patient has been discharged and therefore at present 2 patients 
are in the isolation hospital and all are doing well. 

At Sao Paulo there has occurred 1 new case, but of mild character. 
Therefore there are at the isolation hospital 7 patients, all of whom 
are also in a pretty fair state. 

Great sensation has been caused by the appearance of the plague 
bacillus at Rio de Janeiro. 

A child, 7 years old, living with its parents in a not very clean part 
of the city, Ladeira de Vallongo, was attacked with suspicious symp- 
toms. No one in contact with the child nor the child itself has been at 
Santos or Sao Paulo. The patient and all the persons who have had 
contact with him have been transported to the floating hospital Paula 
Candido, where the child died on the 9th instant. The necropsy has 
been made, but as the result was not decisive the exact diagnosis was 
obtained by a bacteriological examination. It was possible to recognize 



